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Among the consequences of globalisation has been ‘the reaffirmation of regional identity’,
Kofi Annan wrote in his 1999 Report of the Secretary-General on the Work of the United
Nations. Referring specifically to the financial crisis in East Asia, and echoing a body of
scholarship that has emerged across disciplines in the social sciences and humanities, Annan
suggested that ‘the challenges of globalization are too great for governments and international
organizations to deal with on their own’, and called for strategies to ‘engage with [the
problems of] globalization’ that include ‘enhanced cooperation’ among regional institutions
and civil societies.

This Forum will take such observations as a starting point, and explore the difficulties and
possibilities of the emergence of an East-Asian identity and civil society in the twenty-first
century. The focus will be the field of culture, and the particular role of Japan in the
formation of an East-Asian regionalism. Among the questions we shall address are

1. What is East-Asian civilization / culture / identity?

2. How is a regional identity formed? What is the role of culture in such a formation?

3. What might be the fate of an East-Asian identity in a ‘globalised’ twenty-first
century?

4. Is a regional identity predominantly grounded in history and culture or in the
construction of boundaries designed to exclude an other or others?

5. Who or what is the other of Japanese or East-Asian identity?

6. To what degree do perceptions of art or literary or media images help to construct or
to deconstruct a regional identity? To what degree is such an identity symbolic
rather than material and territorial?

7. What are the current and potential cultural dynamics in East Asia, and what forces
encourage or inhibit them?

In working toward answers to these questions the Forum will be organized around seven
central themes:

1. Narratives of community and the construction of identity

2. The geography of culture

3. Nationalism and regionalism in East Asia

4. Japan and China

5. Japan and Korea

6. The culture of ASEAN Plus Three

7. Becoming East Asian and East-Asian Becoming
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